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Agenda 

This boot camp will cover 5 key areas for SQL DBAs 

 

We’ll discuss tips and technique you can use as you 

seek out new life and new adventures as a SQL DBA 

 

Campee participation is essential to get most out of 

this boot camp. 

 

Sorry, no sing-alongs, until after graduation 



  

Plan for Disasters 
You have a plan, great, okay now test it, right now! 

How long does it take to  
1) Backup 
2) Restore 
3) CheckDB 

 

If something goes wrong, 
large database can be 
offline for hours or even 
days during recovery. 



 

worry about security 
Check SQL Server Errorlog for Login Failed. Are these expected? 



 

common Server tips 
Are you moving to x64bit? 

What are your sp_configure settings? 
-- max server memory (MB) (bpool, data cache) 
-- max degree of parallelism MAXDOP=8  (1/2 physical CPUs) 
-- watch mix of “Affinity mask” and “affinity I/O mask” 
-- Use “blocked process threshold” for short term t-shooting 



 

common database tips 

Much harder to schedule maintenance 
with today’s 24x7 99.999% system uptime requirements. 

Did I mention CheckDB? 



 

Get to know TSQL/dmvs 

sys.dm_exec_requests 
Requests that are currently executing 

sys.dm_os_tasks 
Currently active task 

Don’t just KILL the SPID, it may be your boss. 

sys.dm_exec_sessions 
Currently authenticated connections 

sys.dm_db_index_physical_stats 
Used to detect fragmentation at the index 

sys.dm_exec_connections 
SQL Server connections 

sys.dm_exec_query_stats  (x-join Query Plan) 
Performance statistics for the query plans. 

sys.dm_os_wait_stats 
DBCC SQLPERF(sys.dm_os_wait_stats, CLEAR) 
Used to identify where SQL Server threads  
are waiting for resources 



 

continue  to learn 
Crack open SQL BOL, its free! 

sql-server-performance.com 

SQLCAT.com SQLTIPS.com 

SQLSHARE.com 

SQLSERVERPEDIA.com 

SQL Web Sites like: 

SQLLunch.com SQLSERVERCENTRAL.com 

sqlserverpedia.com 

SQLPASS.com 
SQLSaturday.com 

SQLSkills.com 



Camp geekalot 

We hope this camp has provided you the tools and skill you need 

while seeking new life and new adventures in the world of SQL DBA 

1. Plan for Disasters 

2. worry about security 

3. Common system tips 

4. common dba tips 

5. Get to know TSQL and dmvs 

6. continue to learn 

Chris Skorlinski  
Camp Leader 


